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Let’s Observe M31 and M45!
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Observation and Sketch
An 18 century French Astronomer, Charles Messier made a

catalogue of celestial objects that appeared blurry. These objects were later called by their number with a “M” at the begin-
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ning. Later astronomers have found that his catalogues included
 

many different kinds of celestial objects. The true nature of M31
was especially ground-breaking. Let’  s observe and compare

M31 and M45 and try to discover their true natures.
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■M45 and M31 look completely different from each other when seen through a telescope. Let’s Observe, Sketch and Compare.
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* The Power of the Telescope can be calculated by dividing the focal length of the telescope with the focal length of the eyepiece.
* M31 is darker then M45, so it’s hard to find and see.
If you couldn’t see it this time, try again when you are visiting places that are darker in the night.
■Write down what you noticed, and anything peculiar you found.
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Post Observation Study
Name
■The photoes below are of M31 and M45 taken using a telescope with a large diameter.
Center of M31


M45
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■Let’s list the characteristics of M31 and M45 from our sketches, observations and photoes above.
M31
M45
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Photoes provided by
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